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Hey there! 

Welcome to the second edition of Books and Bricks 
brought to you by The Red and Black Collective. 
We were thrilled by the response to our first edition 
on feminism and we appreciate all the wonderful 
reviews and feedback we received. 

This second Zine will deal with the some topics 
surrounding Class Struggle and Revolution. As 
mentioned in the first edition, Books and Bricks is 
intended to be a platform in which we empower 
ourselves and others to voice their perspectives, 
share their experiences and showcase their art. Our 
aim is to cover an array of topics and voices – we 
hope we encourage you to think, laugh, reflect, 
share and get active. This edition is dropping on the 
4th of May 2020 with the intention to add to the 
conversations related to May Day as well as a few 
perspectives on COVID-19 and its effects on all of 
us. 

We kindly would again like to remind readers that 
this is a new project and it’s possible we will make 
some mistakes - we hope to learn and grow from 
them. We would also like to ask our readers to assist 
us in our growth, if you would like to make a 
suggestion on ways in which we can improve 
ourselves, please get in touch with us via our riseup 
e-mail.
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We are looking forward to hearing your thoughts, 
opinions and critiques! In addition, it is worth 
mentioning that, like our previous edition, our 
submissions vary quite a bit both in ease of reading 
as well as international perspectives. 

Furthermore, we would like to express that our 
submissions are a combination of our own and 
others. While we would never publish something 
that strongly goes against our values, we also make a 
conscious decision to not censor our comrade’s 
politics too harshly. The reason for mentioning this 
is because the content published in Books and 
Bricks do not necessarily represent the views and 
opinions of the Collective as a whole, the 
contributors as a whole nor any one individual 
contributor aside from the individual that wrote it. 
In fact, we have had some incredibly thought-
provoking conversations and debates about the 
topics of this zine throughout its compilation. If you 
would like to respond to a particular piece, please 
don’t hesitate to sends us an e-mail.  

With that all out of the way, we hope you enjoy this 
edition as much as our last and we look forward to 
hearing back from you fine folks. Remember, if you 
enjoy what you see here, please share the Zine as 
widely as you please. 

Enjoy!  
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ABOUT THE RED AND BLACK COLLECTIVE 

We are a collective of Anarchists and 

Libertarian Socialists. 

We stand for the complete liberation of 

all peoples and fight against all 

unjustified hierarchies. 

We strive for a society rooted in mutual aid, 
bottom-up organising & equity - in opposition to 
the current social power structures and classism in 
which today’s society is based. Drawing knowledge 
and inspiration from a variety of societies, past and 
current, as well as social movements like the 
Zapatistas, Autonomous Rojava, early Kibbutz 
collectives in Palestine and Indigenous communities 
we acknowledge the natural diversity intrinsic to 
social organizing; most notably outside of the 
capitalist sphere. These communities, and others like 
them, have a wide range of teachings which we 
believe will certainly help mold our societies in the 
future. Our assertion is that relations between 
people and peoples should not be established upon 
the unnatural premises of competition, hierarchy 
and greed, but rather on the qualities mentioned 
previously.  

This collective aims to support and/or address the 
unique struggles which our sur rounding 
communities are afflicted by as well as the 
numerous global challenges faced by society 
collectively; transgressing both walls & borders. 

Our collective maintains focuses on a wide variety 
of issues while also recognising the limitations and 
finite reach of our efforts given the number of 
individuals belonging to this collective as well as 
the amount of dispensable labour we hold. We 
mention this in order to make our following 
positions clear and our abilities understood, but also 
to establish a general comprehension among 
ourselves, and others whom may be interested, that 
we do not intend to recreate the exploitative 
environments we are so accustom to within our 
own organizing spaces – we value the rest, clear 

headedness and wellbeing of ourselves and our 
comrades in order to make our work effective and 
long standing. 
On issues pertaining to class, we intend to contest 
and respond according to our ability to both 
repressive political action & the perpetuation of 
class society/elitism in our work places, educational 
institutions, private lives and, more broadly, all of 
our shared communities.  
Our collective recognizes that the exploitation we 
live through day to day oppresses us through more 
than the economic arena alone, but permeates 
virtually all factors of our livelihoods; our goal is to 
crush class society as well as the statism that 
maintains it.  
Furthermore, we intend to challenge the 
stereotyped figure of a “working class” individual to 
encompass a wider, more inclusive array of peoples 
facing exploitation including those without work, 
sex workers, domestic labourers and the ever-
dwindling so-called “middle class”. Our position 
confronts exploitation of all forms and contexts in 
order to bring the fight for worker-operated, 
collectively owned and democratic workplaces to 
each and every doorstep.  

As for race, ethnicity and nationalism, our aim is to 
create and further promote strong diversified 
communities revolved around true understanding, 
action, intersectionality as well as an array of unique 
voices. We aim to challenge and question both 
white dominance & more specifically, white-male 
dominance within all communities; especially with 
intention to hold our own left & autonomous 
communities responsible. We hold true to the fact 
that liberation is unattainable through another 
‘White Vanguard’, but rather a movement which 
raises the voices of peoples and communities too 
often silenced by those that claim to represent 
them. Furthermore, our stance on white supremacy, 
and other forms of racial, ethnic, national or 
religious supremacy, with their inherit direct and 
indirect violence, is that it should be smashed by 
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any means necessary – and we, without hesitation, 
commit ourselves to this task. 

Within the context of gender and sexuality, as 
different and as interconnected as these two topics 
are, we work to dispel ignorance through education 
& to do everything in our power to support as well 
as help actualise the absolute liberties and self-
determinations not yet fully accepted by society for 
both the queer and gender queer communities. On 
a platform of intersectionality and open dialogue 
we stand within and alongside the fight for sexual 
and gender liberation. We refuse to accept the 
celebratory notion that LGBTQ+ liberation has 
been achieved while lesbian, gay, bi and especially 
our trans and non-binary brothers, sisters and 
comrades are subject to malicious attacks enacted 
by states and bigoted society and while BIPOC 
(Black, Indigenous and People Of Colour) folks 
maintain limited freedom in contrast to white folks 
belonging to the LGBTQ+ community. 

Our views on the ever more crucial environmental 
epidemic are as follows, we hold the position that 
we are living in an economic system that 
perpetuates its oppressive structure through brutal 
exploitation of the water we drink, the air we 
breathe and the land we live off; this reckless 
pursuit of power and profit results in the continued 
oppression of our indigenous communities, 
working class and the countless voiceless species we 
share this world with. The liberal notion that 
recycling and electric cars can stop the ever-
accelerating effects of climate change is an ignorant 
perspective that finds its origins in privilege and a 
lack of comprehension for the unignorable effects 
of the 100 companies responsible for 71% of 
climate change. Our position is one of a collective 
effort in anti-capitalism, feminism and the pursuit 
of raising BIPOC voices to spearhead the fight 
against this imminent climate catastrophe.  
As an autonomous collective we stand in 
opposition to the state, but more noteworthy 
perhaps is our opposition to the legal system it 
perpetuates in order to control, divide, repress, vilify 
and conquer; all within a goal of protecting capital 

along with the ruling class. Our view of a true 
justice system is one that utilizes restorative justice 
practices in order to maintain social responsibility, 
pursue compassionate rehabilitation when necessary 
and function for the purpose of strengthening 
communities rather than punishing them.  

Taking these positions and stances into account, our 
collective without a doubt recognizes the various 
intersections in which these struggles and more can 
intersect and overlap creating many unique 
struggles, perspectives and experiences that must be 
taken into account for any true progress to be 
made. For this reason, we determine to take an 
intersectional approach in our dialogue, practice 
and action against the struggles we intend to face. 

In addition to these, our political views work 
against all hegemonic perspectives that directly and 
indirectly support systematic oppression and 
repression such as ableism, islamophobia, 
antisemitism, misogyny - among many others. 

For liberation, self determination and unwavering 
justice - 

We fight, learn and work for a brighter more 
fruitful future. 

With Love and Rage, 

The Red and Black Collective. 

Texts by Red and Black Collective in this zine: 
5… Post-Sanders America 
9… Interview with David Rovics 
15… Purplewashing Capitalism 
17… At The Glance 
22… Interview with Rojava Committee 
25… Navigating Aid Work 
32… Letter to Strangers and Friends 
35… “Thank you for helping” 
42… Get That Bread 
Art by members found in, but not limited to, the 
Red and Black Sketchbook  
Editor: Black Spruce / Design: tzvia 
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The myth of equality 

in times of pandemic 

By Rosa Szomeciak

Are you reading this from a bathtub filled with rose 
petals? Yeah, I can assure you I’m not writing it 
from there either. Despite having seen countless 
articles trying to convince me that “one thing is 
certain; in the times of pandemic we are all equal” 
I’m still not sure that’s the case. In fact, I consider 
the contrary to be true. Shall we? 

1. Social distancing is something that we

all should do! – Yes, that’s right. However, not all
of us can do it, despite wanting too. Lots of workers
are still expected to work normally, and no I’m not
even talking about the medics and nurses, I’m
talking about bus drivers, mail carriers, shop
assistants, couriers, all the workers who can’t or
who are not allowed to go on home office and
whose work is essential. Not to mention, that some
of us simply are unable to isolate ourselves, for how
are you supposed to stay in your home if you are
experiencing homelessness? Social distancing
should also raise concerns for the victims of
violence, in many countries the numbers of
domestic abuse cases have been rocketing since the
lockdown.

2. Even the rich are struggling, cause

coronavirus affects us all the same! – Of
course they are, but I can assure you – Jeff Bezos’ 
struggle is not exactly the same as the struggle of
someone who has just lost their ridiculous zero
hours contract and is virtually unable to pay the
rent. The rich are actually riding out the pandemic
in their luxurious doomsday bunkers and hoarding
ventilators and medical staff to protect themselves. 
Oh, and some offer donations which correspond
with 0.1% of their wealth – a nice little PR stunt, 
which enables them to say – we might not be
paying taxes, but look, we support the society
through our philanthropy. In some cases, they even
ask people to donate to their employees’ relief fund. 
Here we, regular citizens, are, with our healthcare

systems and relative financial security on the verge 
of collapse, being asked to donate to buy personal 
protective equipment for the medical staff and 
ventilators for the sick.  

3. Covid-19 doesn’t choose! – I would love
that statement to be true, but if you look at the US
– it simply isn’t. In NY, the number of deaths
caused by the virus is two times higher in the case
of Blacks and Latinos than Whites. In general, in
the US the less privileged you are – the higher the
chances of getting seriously ill, for usually the
people who occupy the low-paid posts, not only
can’t afford the luxury of working from home, but
also proper health insurance, which is either non-
existent, gone or limited. And hey, here I’m talking
about the US, one of the world’s superpowers, 
which, at least supposedly, should be able to provide
its citizens with professional medical care. The
situation in other, less well-off countries is much
worse, not only in terms of insufficient number of
hospital beds or tests, but also in terms of aiding the
thousands of people who have lost their jobs.

Another popular phrase in the media is, “we can’t 
foresee the future, but one thing is certain – after 
the pandemic nothing will be the same again”, 
that’s obviously pretty tautological, as the pandemic 
is too important of an event to simply vanish from 
our history. However, does it mean there won’t be 
any austerity policies, and that the status of essential 
workers will rise together with their salaries? Naah, 
in most cases – I don’t think so. Yes, I know there 
are these little beacons of hope, like Spain planning 
to introduce basic income, but they aren’t the 
prevalent trend. However, the pattern that is there, 
is the growing number of countries taking away 
civic liberties, be it the case of Hungary, where 
Orban can now rule by decree for an indefinite 
time, Poland, where the citizens had their freedom 
of movement limited through an unconstitutional 
decree, India where breaking lockdown rules equals 
police violence, Israel, where the citizens are 
monitored thanks to the telephone data collection 
previously used to counter terrorism, the US where 
Trump continues to spread fake news about the 
pandemic, and many more.  
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Let me rephrase the favoured by media expression: 
I can’t foresee the future, but one thing is certain – 
if we decline to monitor the actions of our 
governments, and stop fighting for our liberties – 
after the pandemic we might wake up in police 
states, equality being nothing more than an 
unattainable dream. 

the tomorrow we want 
@subwaypsalms 

the halls will be empty in hospitals 

and hair will not get caught 

in the rubber elastic of N95 respirator 

masks 

fridays will be on time 

and feet will make more dances from 

staying in place 

everyone will breathe, even 

grandparents 

grass will grow over the gloves  

strewed on the landings 

concerts will begin again at dusk 

and we will set up telescopes atop 

mountains 

to explore constellations 

if world war three happens 

then love will be what explodes 

tomorrow will feel like minutes 

but the tomorrow we want will take 

years 

after all we are only people.

     @subwaypsalms is a native New Yorker, 
poet, photographer, and singer, who loves to 
sautee garlic. 
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OPINION
The coronavirus crisis – 

time for revolution in both 

thinking and activism 

By Jakub Kocjan    

Polish social activist, co-founder of Students’ 
Antif ascist Committee at the Warsaw 
University where he studies law.

The current crisis hits the very foundations of 

the system and everyday life which is based on 

consumption. We try to rationalise it, we start to 

bake bread by ourselves or practice self-progress 

because coaching guides recommend it. But we 

also see that something is wrong with the 

economy, with justice and with society. It is no 

coincidence that in the USA there is a double 

over-representation of people of color among the 

fatalities of this pandemic. It is no coincidence 

that the median age of a Polish nurse will be 60 

years in 2030, if their monthly salary is 500 euro. 

These "coincidences” strike people not yet 

engaged in any form of activism. During crisis, 

we think about how absurd and pathetic our 

policies are. In Nevada, to prevent extension of 

coronavirus among the homeless, officials drew 

"distancing" grids in parking lots. But after the 

isolation, the middle class will see: to stop 

evictions is possible. It is possible to guarantee the 

right of healthcare for everyone, even "illegal” 

immigrants like in Portugal. It is possible to stop 

nearly the entire economy in order to prevent 

society from the illness. If we can pack all of 

Europe in their homes, maybe we can assure 

homes for everyone? If we can turn the world 

upside down in a few days, maybe we can devote 

something to save it? The language of facts and 

the language of emotions are stronger than the 

language of abstract ideas. In comparison to the 

2008 crisis one thing has changed; the greater 

part of society has rejected the theoretical 

paradigms of neoliberalism and see that this 

system cannot work without giant changes. It 

was possible due to leftist movement, both its 

mainstream and radical wings. And this is our 

next chance for a big change.  

A Post-Sanders America 
Well... Bernie’s gone... so what 

now?  

By Iñaki Yagüe Zamora 

I find myself writing something that, while I 
was prepared for, I was hoping I wouldn't have 
to write about. Originally I was going to write 
something about how as leftist we should do 
everything possible to push for a Sanders 
Democratic nomination and the importance of 
his campaign on american politics;  especially 

when it comes to socialised healthcare and the 
effects such a change would make for the 
american working class. However, before I 

could begin writing I received the news that 
Bernie Sanders had officially dropped out of 
the U.S. presidential race. 
With this development I’m left with 
questions like, what will happen to the 
momentum behind Sanders?
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What should the left do in November? And 
What does the failure of the Sanders 
campaign, and similarly the failure of Jeremy 
Corbyn in the UK, tell us about how 
electoral politics within liberal democracies 
work? 

I’d like to start off by saying that I don't believe the 
momentum behind Sanders is about him or some 
sort of cult of personality as I would say was the 
case with Obama’s 2008 campaign. Bernie Sanders 
tapped into issues that deeply affect the working 
class - wealth inequality, healthcare, education, 
alienation. These are all issues that have affected 
working people since the advent of capitalism, but 
in the United States the people have not heard 
anyone talk about real solutions for these problems 
in a very long time. American hegemony is a 
deeply capitalist one and subsequently deeply anti-
socialist. Frankly, if you had told me 10 years ago 
that a grumpy old Jewish man from Brooklyn who 
refers to himself as a democratic socialist would get 
as close as Bernie did to the democratic 
nomination, I would have told you to lay of the 
peyote and get real - yet he did. And this is 

despite the fact that a large portion of Americans see 
social democracies like Sweden as Orwellian 
dystopian states with secret Stalinist agendas. 

So, if there’s something that the Sanders 

c a m p a i g n h a s b e e n i n c re d i b l y 

successful in it’s energizing millions of 

young people into political action.  

Some of his supporters might be far to the left of 
him but I’d say a large amount did not start out that 
way. He simply opened a door out from the 
prevailing capitalist ideology and once that door 
was open their own material conditions as well as 
the reaction from liberals and conservatives alike 
did the rest. Fast forward from 2015 all the way till 
now and you’ll now find countless young people 
who went from liberals to staunch anti-capitalists.  

So then what will happen to his movement? Will 
people simply become disenfranchised by his defeat 
and retreat from any kind of political struggle? Will 

nothing change? Well, this may just be hope on my 
part, but I don't think so. Having organized with 
Sanders supporters in the DSA in Texas myself I 
hope they continue their efforts in pushing forward 
working rights, organising union membership, and 
overall grassroots movements. If anything, I see the 
defeat of Sanders as a radicalising element that will 
push people further away from liberalism and 
reformism and closer to revolutionary politics and 
anticapitalism. His normalisation of socialism has 
gone a long way in undoing the damage that 
Mccarthyism inflicted on the american left and I 
would even say that the american left has not had 
this amount of potential since the 1960’s.  

So what should the american left do in November? 
Well, simply put, boycott the democratic party; 
obviously I don’t mean to vote for Trump either, 
just to clarify. For some of you reading this this may 
sound obvious, to others I may sound like an 
accelerationist, after all shouldn't we  do everything 
we can to ensure there is not another Trump 
presidency? This is fear-baiting and it’s one of the 
reasons the United States remains one of the most 
conservative, traditionalist, and capitalist in the 
world. For decades the Democratic party has held 
american leftism hostage despite the fact there is 
practically no discernible difference between the 
GOP and them, if you disagree go ask an Iraqi, or a 
Honduran weather they see any difference between 
them. Or ask a poor american kid who can’t afford 
their insulin. The United states urgently needs a 
true labour movement and the left is actually in a 
position to build it at the moment. Whether it will 
happen remains to be seen but I do hope that come 
November we see that indignation realised. Will 
things get worse with four more years of Trump? 
Most definitely, but they’d also remain just as bad 
with a Joe Biden presidency, the problem in 
american is much larger than Trump and it's not 
going to go away if the current american 
hegemony continues. So If Americans want actual 
change they will have to actually make a stand and 
show their anger, their desperation, and create an 
actual opposition to the capitalist establishment. 
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Ultimately if there is something to learn from the 
Sanders campaign it's that liberal democracies will 
not let the working people actually have their say 
or their way, Liberal democracies work for the 
bourgeois, for those with power and privilege, the 
rich need only go and vote to have their voice  

heard but the poor will have to struggle to pay their 
rent while traveling from state to state to knock on 
thousands of doors to talk with thousands of people 
about why they should fight with them only to 
then be unable to vote due to 5 hours waiting lines 
and broken ballot machines.  
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Poland:  
the shock doctrine 
immediately!  
by Jakub Kocjan 

The rapid economic crisis is one of the 

best moment to check real intentions of 

the people in power.  

The Polish far-right government due to the 

implementation of new benefits for every child, 

was called pro-social; even by left-leaning 

columnists. Of course, their intent was not to 

reduce inequalities but rather to preserve an 

anachronic, outdated model of family. Now, 

during crisis, their response is clear: Poland will 

make workers slave. Governmental ideas: 

significant reduction of salaries, extended 

working hours, major cuts, and the destruction of 

public services. And what about real pro-social 

ideas? Universal basic income? More progressive 

taxes? Wealth tax? Not to be discussed. 

The myth of the government, which is 

conservative in social issues but social 

democratic when it comes to economy, 

has been ruined.  

Even before the crisis this myth was absurd 

government propaganda that brutally attacked 

every group which dared to organise a strike. 

People with disabilities, teachers and young 

workers of healthcare participating in any form 

of protest were attacked personally every day, 

adjoining the enemies of the nation together 

with LGBT+ people and Muslims. Now the 

government behaves as a subordinate to big 

business. The prime minister of this, so-called, 

working class party is a former big bank 

chairman. He regularly attacks neoliberalism in 

his speeches but at the same time exceeds the 

expectations of big business. It is consistent with 

his life motto: “people should work fucking hard 

for a bowl of rice”. Even the main, and yellow as 

the sun, labor union (“Solidarność” or Solidarity 

in English, that has a historically monumental 

reputation) is more like an aggressive militia 

unwavering in its unconditional support of the 

government and Catholic Church. It ignores 

attacks on The Labour Code and its only interests 

is a ban on shopping on Sundays and the fight 

against “LGBTQ+ ideology” in workplaces. In 

Poland and Hungary - as we can see better than 

ever - exists the models of strong authority in 

illiberal democracy which is no less dangerous for 

workers and their r ights than neoliberal 

propaganda. Behind the promises of supporting 

the poor, rejecting the power of the elite, 

reindustralization and the stopping of some free 

trade agreements, there is always the same anti-

worker oligarchy stronger than democratic actors 

thanks to the relentless national propaganda 

supporting its power.  
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DAV I D 
ROVICS
Singer-songwriter David Rovics has 

and continues to spend his life 

invigorating the hearts of those facing 

adversity with his craft. 

Born in NYC and raised in Connecticut, 

David now resides in Portland, Oregon 

with his family where he frequently 

shares a variety of content across many 

different platforms including Youtube, 

Facebook and Patreon. Beginning his 

earlier stages of his career by busking 

around Boston, David has since gained 

an international reputation for his wide 

range of political focuses and the 

innumerable relationships he has 

developed all over the globe with fellow  

activists and musicians. Many of David's 

songs have become cult classics for  

leftists around the world for their 

humour, commentary and sentimentality. 

He has played along side his fair share of 

heated demonstrations as well as within 

many of the cherished dive bars we all  

know and love. 

We at Books & Bricks hold an especially 

strong appreciation for David and the 

work he shares with our community and 

he has agreed to do a short Q&A with us, 

so without further ado here it is! 
Interview on behalf Books and Bricks was 
conducted by Black Spruce 

[B&B]: I know you've had the pleasure to 

form friendships with a range of 

i n s p i r i n g a r t i s t s a n d m u s i c i a n s 

throughout your life and it's clear, I think, 

to all of us how important art and music 

is and has been for our movements. So I 

was wondering if you could briefly tell 

us how you view the role of artists and 
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music ians , l ike yoursel f , in le f t 

and autonomous communities? 

David Rovics: I think the role that art and music 
has played in communities and social movements 
has clearly been important, and most anyone 
involved with a serious social movement, especially 
one that faced a lot of violent repression (as the big 
ones generally do), will attest to the role music and 
other forms of artistic expression played in helping 
to maintain a sense of solidarity and community, in 
the face of a lot of hardship.   It can play that role, 
and many others, such as popular education.  Songs 
are a perfect way to introduce someone to a subject 
or an idea, briefly.   Of course, it's limited, in terms 
of how much knowledge you can express in a 
single song, but songs have particular ways of 
communicating that make them ideal for 
introductions. 
  
It's apparent you've also lead an 

incredible activist career and have 

worked with communities working on all 

kinds of issues and struggles. I'd like to 

know if you could share with us any 

insights on how  you have nurtured 

positive individual and community 

relationships over time and space? And 

can you perhaps touch upon the more 

successful and effective forms of 

support/solidarity you have witnessed 

and why it's important? 

[DR]: I guess whenever I've seen a big movement 
arise somewhere, it has also involved a lot of great 
horizontal organising, where different groups of 
people with different interests or skill sets took on 
different roles, and then went about implementing 
them, with no instruction from above, unless a 
spokes-council meeting counts as "above," which, if 
conducted well, it doesn't.   As a traveling musician, 
there are aspects of community that I have a lot less 
experience with than many other people who are 
more rooted in a particular place.   With the 
pandemic, I'm working on my local connections, 
but I'm still also very focused on the people all over 
the place who are going through so many things 

right now, along with folks here in Portland.   But 
there are many ways to maintain connections with 
different communities, as a traveling artist.   One is 
to visit them and do shows in them, and participate 
in protests or other things while you're around, try 
to time your visits for when there are big things 
like that happening, and most importantly, write 
songs about the history of the places you're touring 
in. 

[B&B]: Without doubt COVID-19 is 

having profound effects on folks around 

t h e g l o b e a n d  p o s e s 

disproportional  obstacles to more 

marginalised communities. My question 

is, in your experiences so far, how has 

this pandemic effected yourself as an 

artist and activist? And more specifically, 

how have you worked around these 

unique obstacles and what advice, if any, 

would you give to other artists and 

activists that are currently struggling? 

[DR]: I think for everyone, ultimately, this 
pandemic will have a big impact in terms of people 
thinking about the inequities in society, here and 
elsewhere, and how unsustainable such inequality is, 
when it comes to public health, not to mention 
morality and a lot of other things.  How it all plays 
out is anybody's guess, but what we need is a lot of 
solidarity and mutual aid and organization -- that 
goes for artists and everybody else.  In terms of the 
impact of the situation on me as an artist, I had to 
cancel what was going to be a very good tour of 
the west coast of the US and Canada, and then a 
whole bunch of good gigs in several European 
countries.   So I took a massive hit in terms of 
income.   The money from the government helped 
offset that, but only partially, and I don't know what 
is coming next, like if or when I'll receive 
unemployment compensation, though that seems to 
be somewhere on the horizon, theoretically.   But 
ever since the floor dropped out of merch sales, 
with the age of free corporate streaming platforms, 
which have been devastating for artists like me 
(infinitely more than "piracy" ever was), I 
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diversified my financial reality, I think would be the 
term.   Like many other artists, I started doing a lot 
of crowdfunding to offset the lack of income from 
zero CD sales, and I started doing things like 
Patreon.   So I had all that going on when the tour 
got canceled.   We joined the rent strike out of 
solidarity, and because there's a 90-day ban on 
evictions here in Oregon, and because the landlord 
is an investment company -- not because we can't 
afford to pay. 

[B&B]: Having been following you online 

for quite some time now, I have noticed 

your family, and notably your children, 

have been a topic of conversation within 

your audio memoir as well as present on 

your social media. What I'm curious to 

know is, how has being a parent affected 

your participation within activist circles? 

And how has it influenced the way you 

have selected projects to dedicate your 

time to? 

[DR]: Being a parent, when my first child was 
born, 14 years ago, inspired me to start writing 
children's songs, which I did for two years, and I 
wrote almost nothing else, in terms of songs, during 
that period.   It got a little worrying, because I 
didn't have an audience for that kind of material, 
and I was worried I might never write a song for 
adults again, but then the phase passed, and that 
proved not to be the case.   I haven't written a 
children's song since then, other than little ditties I 
improvise on the spot for the little ones, daily.   I'm 
not sure if being a parent changed how I participate 
in activist circles, because all I've ever really done in 
those circles is perform and write and hang out 
with friends.   It has changed a lot of other things, 
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though.   I never have time to watch movies or 
anything like that, and I never go out in the 
evenings, and I often wake up at 4 am, because 
other than parenting, my priority is creating things 
and playing music, and touring, in the pre-virus 
days anyway, which leaves no time for other things. 

[B&B]: Lastly, could you share with us 

what you've got going on at the moment 

and in the near future? 

[DR]: This every-weekday live-streaming has been 
kicking my ass, that's pretty much what I got going 
on these days, it's my new, self-appointed full-time 
job.  I always wanted to have an interview show, so 
I just dove into that one a couple weeks ago, and 
it's been really fun and very full-on.   I've also been 
writing a lot of songs, especially in the weeks just 
before I started up with all the live-streaming.   I've 
been collecting all of that stuff in a section of my 
website, davidrovics.com/quarantine.   I also have a 
new live album in there people can hear. It's up on 
Spotify and all the other platforms. 

If you want to enjoy the variety of some 

amazing leftist content and support 

David directly please check out his 

Pa  t  r  e  on p age a  t  p a  t  r  e  on  .c  om /

davidrovics/posts.  

Becoming a supporter on Patreon will give you 
access to, among other content, David’s 
music, podcasts and audio memoir “Waiting for 
something to happen” in which he talks about 
decades of his experiences as a part of the 
international leftist movement. In his own words, 
the memoir focuses on “some anecdotes and 
ruminations from my first fifty years on the 
planet, spoken and sung”. From his relationship 
with Pete Seeger, German anti-nuclear protests 
and years of performing and making friends 
with activists form all over the globe, “Waiting 
for something to happen” is a beautiful and 
nostalgic ode to the movement we all can call 
home. We highly recommend you check it out!  

You can read more about the memoir at David 
Rovics’ website:  
www.davidrovics.com/audiomemoir/ 

Especially considering the current crisis and 
economic struggles of many  of our comrades, 
mutual aid and compassion are the bare necessities 
in order to make sure our communities can survive 
and thrive. There are many ways to help!  

If you have few dollars to spare, please 

consider supporting fellow comrades 

who provide our movement with 

though-provoking and inspiring art!  

In David’s own words:  

“When I started my patronage program, which I 
have called my Community-Supported Art 
program since 2013, my goal was to reach a 
thousand paid subscribers.  What I have found since 
that time is that as people join, others drop off, and 
I generally have around 250 current subscribers at 
any given time.   My hope is that by expanding my 
catalog of exclusive digital offerings, and by using 
other platforms like this one, I'll break through this 
chipboard ceiling. The goal, then, is to keep on 
writing and recording songs and albums, putting 
them up for free, along with podcasts and essays and 
other things, some of which is only for supporters. 
But the goal, fundamentally, is to keep going, 
despite the challenges inherent in the free economy, 
combined with the housing crisis.”

David’s music can also be found on 

YouTube, Spotify and other platforms. 
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There's foreboding in the air  
Waiting for an earthquake  

Pandemic spreading  
No telling how it might remake  

A world so divided  
In so many, many ways  

Anyone can see  
It's no way to greet such days  

When you can shut your borders  
But it'll barely slow the spread  

With a million people homeless  
And not enough hospital beds  

In times like these we find out  
That a society  

Is only just as strong  
As our solidarity 

The foreboding in the air  
Can get only thicker  
As we see our leaders  

Passing blame and getting sicker  
A crashing economy  

Leaders fraught with indecision  
Only capable of thinking  

Like bought-off politicians  
Not enough testing kits  

And the ones you got were broken  
But hey  

The president has spoken  

In times like these we find out  
That a society  

Is only just as strong  
As our solidarity 

A million people wake up  
In the morning thinking  
Thoughts they never had  

Til they found that they were sinking  
On a cruise ship full of holes  

Where if you can't catch the breeze  
There are no fences tall enough  

To keep out the disease  
Lifting every boat  

Or watching them all sink  
Ready or not  

We're standing on the brink  

In times like these we find out  
That a society  

Is only just as strong  
As our solidarity 

Contain an epidemic  
Like in Wuhan or in Seoul  

Or watch a catastrophe  
Take its toll  

Hide behind our gates  
Cowering, afraid  

Or organize our neighbors  
In mutual aid  

In synchronicity  
Such great things can be done  

A planet to lose  
Or a world to be won  

In times like these we find out  
That a society  

Is only just as strong  
As our solidarity 
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Purplewashing 

capitalism 
How “feminist” companies 

sell us their lies. 

by tzvia - angry, ranty girl 

It seems that feminism has entered the 
mainstream - which in many ways has positive 
inclinations. One could argue that this publicity, 
even though mainstream feminism can 
sometimes be quite shallow and lacking of 
important aspects such as intersectionality, can bring 
masses closer to a movement everyone in society 
benefits from. The abundance of literature and 
easily-accessible resources with feminist themes 
can, and hopefully will, push people to 
understand the viciousness of the patriarchal 
hegemonic narratives. Now, thanks to many 
great children books (like beautifully illustrated 
Good Night Stories for Rebel Girls by Francesca 
Cavallo nad Elena Favilli), young feminists 
can start their education as toddlers - which is 
vital, since researchers say children absorb 
stereotypes, including those about gender roles, 
by the age of 3. Without feminism gaining 
popularity and recognition, those resources would 
not be so easily accessible - but that is a sad 
reality of life under capitalism, driven by supply 
and demand. 

The clear downside of this popular trend 
can be seen in the upsurge of companies trying to 
capitalise on this revolutionary social movement by 
“purplewashing” - marketing strategy that aims 
to promote companies and other organisations 
through an appeal to gender equality. It is the same 
strategy as pinkwashing, the term that is 
probably more recognizable for most, focused on 
appeasing queer communities. One of the 
dangers of capitalism is that anything, 
including ideas and iconography of 
countercultural movements like feminism, can 
be turned into a sellable product. T-shirts with 
slogans like “girl power”, originating in the punk 
scene of the early 90s, can now be bought 

in stores of companies profiting from sweatshops, 
like H&M, whose factories were named in reports 
by Global Labour Justice, detailing brutal abuse of 
female garment workers. The 2018 comic books-
inspired collection by Prada included a $500 shirt 
with the portrait of Angela Davis, a radical African 
American educator and activist for civil rights. In 
2017, Slate magazine stated that “Feminism Is the 
Latest High-Fashion Trend”. That same year, 
Buzzfeed  wrote an article titled “25 Items Of 
Clothing Every Badass Feminist Should Own”, and 
they did not mean full black bloc outfit and a 
matching balaclava, but rather a "girlboss" 
sweatshirt for $30. Capitalist girl power is vague and 
shallow - who knows what really girlboss means - 
and its feminism is undefined and rootless. This can 
clearly be seen in the engagement of those 
companies in some deeply un-feminist practises, for 
example the use of slave labour in sweatshops. 

The fact that big corporations try to 

sell us their products by purple- and 

pink-washing is not surprising, or at 

least shouldn’t be. What is disturbing 

and maybe even more dangerous is the 

“feminist” companies - not the big 

corporations that are infamous for 

violating workers rights, polluting the 

Ear th and in general being the 

embodiment of everything that is wrong 

with capitalism - but smaller, women-

owned businesses that at the fist glance 

champion feminist principles, but deep 

down are rooted in the same horrible 

inequality and neoliberalism.  

Although many examples of this could be brought 
up, this piece will focus on two American 
companies - The Wing and Thinx, whose 
misconduct was covered in the media, and should 
be brought to a wider attention.  

The mistreatment of workers in Thinx, a 
company that produces ultra-absorbent period 
underwear and other menstrual products, was few 
years ago described in a Vox article by Hilary 
George-Parkin titled “Thinx Promised a Feminist 
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Utopia to Everyone But Its Employees”. While the 
products that Thinx sells are well thought-
through and apparently quite nice (although 
pricey, so not accessible) - comfortable, size-
inclusive and branded with “real menstruating 
human” slogan - the company’s conduct 
towards their workers is not at all in line with 
their feminist principles, like fighting with the 
period stigma around the world. The first red flag 
is the fact that Miki Agrawal, who used to be 
one of the CEO’s of the company, told an 
interviewer from The Cut that she was not a 
feminist until she started her company because 
“every time I thought about the word feminist, I 
thought about an angry, ranty… girl”. Multiple 
former employees of the company said that they 
received substandard pay, very few benefits and 
expensive health insurance packages. In Vox’s article 
a quote from one of the workers dives deeper 
into this discrepancy between t h e  outside image 
of Thinx and the reality of working there: “‘I love 
working here. I love working for women. But it 
hurts to know that I'm giving my whole life to 
Thinx basically, like I work all the time, but I 
can’t even afford birth control. And what does 
that mean if we're at a feminist company and I 
can't afford to keep myself safe and protected?’”. 
Similarly, the parental leave policy of Thinx - 
two weeks leave at full pay plus one week at half 
pay for the birthing parent, and one week leave at 
full pay plus one week at half pay for the non-
birthing parent - is absolutely disgraceful, even 
taking into consideration that US is one of the 
very few countries, which do not provide 
parental leave for the workers. Agrawal, who 
was repeatedly accused of bullying and toxic 
behaviour by workers and stepped down from 
her position at Thinx (although as it seems without 
the connection to those acsuations) said in 

her article published on Medium: 
“Integrating feminism into our marketing is 
not a ploy, and it is not exploitative; it’s 
reclamation of how brands treat and speak to 
women, and it’s an ideological pushback 
against generations of condescension and insulting 
marketing towards women.” Obviously, after 
digging deeper into the practises of Thinx 
toward their own workers, this lie is 
quite transparent. It is not enough to develop a 
product 

that is needed and appreciated by people who have 
periods to call yourself a feminist company - 
respect, fair-treatment, fair pay and substantial 
benefits for the workers are an unquestionable and 
necessary component.  

The Wing, a second company that 

presents itself as deeply feminist was criticised 
widely in the media and most recently described 
in the New York Times article by Amanda 
Hess titled “The Wing Is a Women’s Utopia. 
Unless You Work There.”, in which this social 
club’s employees share their experiences with “the 
company that sold the world Instagram-ready 
feminism”. The Wing, co-working space and 
social club for women isn’t available to 
everyone. It’s application-only, and the 
membership can cost as much as $3000 per year, 
which obviously puts it out of reach for many 
women, especially women of colour and low-
income women. The Wing’s motto is 
“empowering women through community,” and 
for many, the biggest perk is networking. 
However, it also builds marketing relationships 
with companies like Amazon Prime for its 
“ready-made feminist branding apparatus” - 
therefore consciously working with big 
corporations that, again, profit from unsafe 
working environment and starvation wages. The 
Wing itself is accused of “a toxic culture” of 
“passive aggression,” “disrespect” and “fear of 
retribution” as well as underpaying their workers. 
One of the former employees of the Wing, who 
uses the pronoun they, described being used as a 
token non-binary person: “It was only so that 
they could exploit my presence and my image for 
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their own purposes,” they say, “to make it seem like 
they were more inclusive than they actually were.” 

As Hess writes in her article: “At the Wing, 
progressive politics themselves are recast as one 
more luxury product — something to be worn 
rather than enacted”. This is one of the most 
dangerous aspects of this rootless, shallow and 
undefined “feminism” that is sold as an accessory, 
not adapted as radical ideology of change. This type 
of “feminism” - although is obviously does not 
deserve to call itself that, profits only very few 
women whose guilty conscience is calmed with a 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg t-shirt and voting for Hillary 
Clinton. It does not have a potential of changing 
toxic societal structures or even moving us closer to 
smashing the patriarchy with its luxuriously 
designed interiors and Instagram-ready brunches 
with girlfriends. But it sells, and apparently it sells 
quite well, which makes investors happy and stocks 
rise.  

One could argue that in fact, this is a new 
way of silencing the feminist movement, people 
who really want change. It is much easier for 
society to digest women CEO’s in clothes from 
Prada than women unapologetically rioting against 
femicide. I’m not trying to be a gatekeeper of 
feminism - on the contrary, I would love to see 
more people getting invested in the movement I 
hold dear and am proud to be a part of.  

The fact that someone owns an H&M shirt 

with a feminist slogan doesn’t make them 

a bad feminist. Feminism is a path and 

everyone can be at a different moment of 

the sel f-real isat ion and di f ferent 

approach to activism.  

The key aspect here is trying not to 

succumb to feminism as a simple trend, 

because it is so much more complicated 

and beautiful of a movement. Plus, there 

are plenty of ways to make that t-shirt by 

yourself or support your local artists and 

buy it directly from them. 

At a Glance
By Black Spruce

At a Glance is intended to be an ongoing 

series in which we select lesser known 

individuals that have exemplified 

revolutionary action, good praxis and/or 

the personification of the societies we 

are fighting for. The intention is to take a 

moment to stop, reflect and pay our 

appreciations to those whom have fought 

before us – the intention is not to idolize, 

but to acknowledge and learn. Perhaps 

readers will enjoy the history, some may 

be inspired by these stories, others 

might decide to dive further into these 

past stories of our shared struggle; 

whatever you gain from these stories, we 

hope you enjoy.  

Feel free to shoot us a message for 

possible future individuals to look into 

and also message us if a detail seems 

partially or wholly incorrect – we are 

trying out best, but none of us are 

immune to mistakes.  

Thank you and enjoy! 

Lucy Parsons 

1851 – March 1942

Some of what we think to know about 
Lucy Parsons has been contested in recent years, the 
reasons behind this may vary a bit, however some 
things are quite certain.  Lucy lived her life varying 
her identified ethnic backgrounds, often describing 
herself as a mix of Mexican and "Indian" to explain 
her complexion; an effort to shy away from her 
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African American heritage in an unforgiving 
southern United States during that era. 

To begin, Lucy Parsons was a woman with 
African American roots born during the Civil War 
Era, her mother was enslaved and according to a 
recent detailed biography of Parsons, she was born 
in Virgina in 1851 before moving to Waco, Texas in 
1863. 

Parsons developed a relationship with a 
former slave, Oliver Gathing, whom she lived with 
and subsequently had an infant which died at birth. 
Afterwards, Lucy married Albert Parsons, a former 
confedera te so ld ie r whom had become 
disenfranchised with the perspectives of his former 
army comrades. Lucy Parsons and her husband 
were forced to move, due in part to their interracial 
marriage as well as their political involvement in 
the south. 

In 1873, the two moved to Chicago where 
their activist careers truly began to take off. Her 
husband found a job with the Chicago Times as a 
printer. With an increase of immigrant workers and 
a nation wide depression, wages were lowered and 
workers steadily began radicalizing with socialist 
and anarchist ideologies. Over this time, Albert 
became a known face within the Anarchist 
movement which cost him his job at the Chicago 
Times. With Lucy's past experience as a seamstress, 
she opened a dress shop to support the family and 
began hosting meetings of the International Ladies' 
Garment Workers Union. Leading marches and 
writing for publications such as The Socialist and 
The Alarm,  an anarchist weekly published by the 
International Working People's Association (IWPA), 
Lucy Parsons established a strong identity within 
radical politics that was considered ever more 
threatening. Advocating for "Propaganda by the 
deed", many believed Lucy to be more dangerous 
than her husband due to her outspokenness. 

Key organizers in Chicago for the eight 
hour work day, both Lucy and her husband 
participated in the 1886 Chicago May 1st strike 
which facilitated 40,000 workers to strike in 
Chicago and between 350,000 and 500,000 nation 
wide. Two days later, police shot unarmed strikers at 
the McCormick Harvest Works company plant as 

strikers confronted the scabs (strikebreakers) which 
resulted in multiple casualties. Enraged, local 
anarchists and radicals called for a rally at the 
Haymarket Square for the following day. The rally 
remained peaceful as various speakers took their 
turn to shed light on the previous day's happenings 
and to speak on behalf of the eight hour work day. 
However, as police marched in on the rally and 

demanded that the crowd dispersed, a n unknown 
figure threw a bomb, killing a cop on site, which 
was responded to by gunshots into the crowd 
which evolved into exchanged gunfire. Reportedly, 

aside from the casualties, the square was empty five 
minutes later. Over the following days, the police 
searched for anarchists and radicals across the city 
and Albert was one of eight accused for the riot. 
While Lucy was seen to be a larger threat, many 
believe the police didn't accuse Lucy because they 
feared arresting her would lower the chances of 
harsher punishment for the eight men accused. 
Albert Parsons was hanged on November 11th 
1887. 

With the coming elections of 1890, Lucy 
Parsons found herself at odds with many workers 
that began leaning towards support of the 
Democratic Party, which she wholeheartedly 
opposed. In 1891, Lucy and her comrade Lizzy 
Holmes began editing Freedom: A Revolutionary 
Anarchist-Communist Monthly, which forecasted a 
coming revolution as workers across the United 
States continued fighting poor working conditions. 
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During this time Lucy was arrested frequently for 
her speeches and literature distribution. Lucy later 
came into some conflict between herself and others 
within the Anarchist movement, notably Emma 
Goldman. Parsons felt the prioritization of topics 
like free love were undermining the importance of 
anti-capitalist action. 

Parsons participated in the founding of the 
IWW in 1905 and thereafter began editing The 
Liberator, published by the IWW, where Parsons 
furthered her stands on women's  issues such as the 
right to divorce, remarry and access to birth 
control. Later, in 1925, Parsons began 
organizing with the National Committee of the 
International Labor Defense where she worked to 
defend African Americans in cases like the 
Scottsboro Nine and Angelo Herndon. Lucy 
Parsons continued to give speeches until her 
death in March of 1942 - her 1,500 books on 
sex, socialism and anarchy as well as her personal 
papers were "mysteriously stolen". 

Lucy Parsons was an extraordinary woman 
that held her ground, without failure, in support of 
workers rights. A fierce force to be reckoned 
with, she intimidated the authorities and lifted the 
spirits of her comrades; it is no question that 
Parsons fulfilled the role of revolutionary she did 
so with kind of passion and fire that could 
bring governments to ashes.  

Mark Ashton 

May 1960 – January 1987

Mark Ashton, born in Oldham, England in 
1960, has been described by a variety of terms - 
queer activist, communist,, drag queen, agitator, but 
most often, a warm and loving friend. Ashton grew 
up in North Ireland and attended the Northern 

Ireland Hotel and Catering College before moving 
to London in 1978. 

Over the following years Mark made his 
mark on the London queer and activist 
communities; working at a bar in full drag and later 
volunteered with the London Lesbian and Gay 
Switchboard. The Switchboard was and still is a 
LGBTQ+ telephone helpline in the UK which 
provides help and information to London's queer 
community; additionally, in and around the time of 
Ashton's volunteering, the Switchboard was the 
leading source of information for HIV/AIDS. Mark 
also participated in the Campaign for Nuclear 
Disarment as well as the Young Communist League. 

Soon after, Mark and a friend, Mike Jackon, 
went on to establish LGSM (Lesbians and Gays 
Support the Miners). Based on both the repression 
that occurred during the UK Miners Stikes of 
1984-85 as well as resisting the political era of 
Thatcher and Reagan, the LGSM sought to make 
political ties and relationships with miners that 
were being overlooked, unsupported and harassed 
by police at the time. The LGSM worked tirelessly 
to raise funds for the families of miners and 
subsequently, during the London Pride March of 
1985, the march was attended by miners and lead 
off by their banners. These couple of years kick 
started a series of actions in support of the queer 
community, including a Labour conference in 1985 
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which committed the party to supporting 
LGBTQ+ rights. 

After these successes, Ashton went on to participate 
in Red Wedge, a collective of musicians 
encouraging folks to get involved with politics and 
to work against Thatcher. 
Sadly, Mark Ashton was diagnosed with HIV/AIDS 
in January of 1987 and passed away 12 days later at 
the age of 26. 

It is a shame there seems to be a lack of 
information published on this young man's life, 
however, the triumphs that Mark experienced as 
result of his dedication to those facing adversity is a 
story certainly worth sharing. If you would like to 
learn a bit more about Mark Ashton, LGSM and 
the comrades he was surrounded by, I urge you to 
take the time and watch Pride (2014 Film). 

Eqbal Ahmad 

1933 – May 1999

Born in the Indian state of Bihar 
to a landowning Muslim Indian family in 1933, 
Eqbal Ahmad's early life seems to have been riddled 
with hardship. Ahmad's father, despite being a 
landowner himself due to a considerable amount of 
land acquired through his marriage, was a lawyer by 
trade that often worked to defend "peasants" against 
illegal exploitation   by other landlords. In 1937, 
Eqbal watched his father's assassination at the hands 
of other  local landlords as a result of his father's 
legal practices. After the death of Eqbal's father, he 
testified on his behalf and later was sent by his 
mother to live with his oldest brother out of fear 
that their neighbours may attack the family. Living 
with his eldest brother posed its own challenges as 
his sister-in-law and her mother regularly abused 
and mistreated Eqbal.  

In his teens, Eqbal Ahmad lived to witness 
the rioting in the state of Bihar that preceded  the 
1947 partition of India. With the partition, Ahmad 
and parts of his family migrated to Lahore, Pakistan. 
On the way, his eldest brother and Eqbal had 
planned to board a plane and with an insufficient 

amount of  seats Eqbal told his brother he would 
wait for the next one. After his brother departed, 
Eqbal Ahmad joined the walking crowds with a 
gun for protection where he met an opium addict 
whom, as the drugs left his system, became a sort of 
leader for the group; a story he would retell many 
times throughout his life and would ultimately 
leave Ahmad with a moral tale which seems to have 
foreshadowed the confidence and faith he would 
later show in even the most afflicted of peoples.  

Soon after arriving in Lahore, Eqbal, while 
attending college, volunteered to part take in a 
Communist Party unit in warring Kashmir; his first 
experiences with the left. However, he soon after 
returned and enrolled in Forman Christian College 
and graduated  with a degree in economics   in 
1951. Two years later he received an M.A. in 
Modern History from Punjab University, also in 
Lahore. Later, in 1957, Ahmad got a fellowship with 
R o t a r y I n t e r n a t i o n a l a n d a t t e n d e d 
Occidental College in California and later moved 
to Princeton to study political science   and Middle 
Eastern history and wrote his PHD on the Tunisian 
Labour Movement. During his research living in 
North Africa and studying trade unions, Eqbal 
Ahmad became and active supporter of the 
Algerian Revolution and worked with Frantz 
Fanon.  

After receiving his PHD, Ahmad taught at 
the University of Illinois as well as Cornell 
University; during this time he became one of the 
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first strongly recognized voices against the War in 
Vietnam. In addition, his advocacy for Palestinian 
rights following the 1967 Arab-Israeli war caused 
tension between him "the academy" which  lead 
him to leave Cornell University. Then working for 
the University of Chicago, Ahmad dove further 
into his criticism and hard stances against the 
Vietnam War, eventually this lead to his indictment 
with the Harrisburg Seven. The Harrisburg Seven 
was refereed  to in relation to 7 individuals of an 
anti-war group lead by Catholic Priest Phillip 
Berrigan along with other Catholic pacifists, 
students and activists that was unsuccessfully 
prosecuted for the conspiracy to kidnap Henry 
Kissinger and explode multiple heating systems in 
federal buildings across D.C. Thousands of 
protesters showed up at the Justice Department the 
day the indictments were handed down and the 
case eventually ended in a mistrial in 1972. 

Over the following years, Eqbal Ahmad 
would travel between Amsterdam, Amherst and 
Islamabad further ing his academic career, 
political  activism and consulting with politicians, 
revolutionaries and students alike. Ahmad's keen 
political sense and strong convictions lead him to 
make countless political  predictions including the 
disastrous Oslo accords, the specific devastation that 

would occur with the US attacks of Iraq, the shift 
of loyalties of Bin Landen and countless others. 
Ahmad clearly made a very similar impression on 
many of the minds he came across; one of absolute 
fairness, calm, friendly casualness and a hunger for 
justice despite how his convictions could harm him. 
Eqbal Ahmad passed away in 1999 of heart failure 
following a surgery.  

Ahmad fought for nuclear disarmament, 
anti-colonial movements and ceaselessly stood for 
"third world" victims around the globe. 

Eqbal Ahmad has been described by nearly 
every synonym of kind, of honest and of just; he 
plowed through the playing fields of academia as 
well as International politics and his values 
evidently have exited untainted. At times putting 
himself in tremendous potential of personal risk, 
Ahmad amplified the needs and demands of those 
struggling in front of audiences of every kind - 
students, world leaders, huge critics and admirers. 
Eqbal Ahmad truly had a voice worth listening to 
and, lucky for us, he certainly didn’t share his 
thoughts timidly. There are a number of books,  
podcasts and accounts of Eqbal Ahmad’s life and 
work that I strongly recommend checking out if 
you’re curious to learn more. 
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Interview with the 

Rojava committees 

in Malmö 

This is a brief interview with the Rojava 
Committees' local group in Malmö, as well as a 
brief summary of the Rojava revolution and what 
the situation looks like at the moment. The Rojava 
Committees are a network for solidarity and 
exchange with the revolutionary movement 
throughout Kurdistan. 

The revolution in Rojava became possible thanks 
to the power vacuum that arose during the Syrian 
civil war triggered by the Arab Spring and the 
demand for democratization of Syria and the 
departure of dictator Bashar al Assad. 

The Rojava Revolution has its roots in the 
Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK) which was formed 
in Turkey in 1978 with Abdullah Öcalan as 
Secretary General. Öcalan holds a central role and 
is regarded as a leader figure in the Kurdish 
freedom movement; since 1999 he is serving a life 
sentence in Turkey. 

Since 1984, the PKK has been in armed conflict 
with the Turkish state with the goal of creating an 
independent Kurdish nation state, but has over time 
abandoned that goal. Ideologically, the PKK was 
initially a Marxist-Lenninist party, but has over the 
years moved towards libertarian socialism. The 
process began before the fall of the Soviet Union, 
but has since been accelerated with internal 
criticism, reflection and evaluation about the 
practices and goals of the movement. The concept 
of nation state has been questioned as well as the 
view of power and hierarchies. Öcalan has since 
developed his own ideology which he calls 
democratic confederalism which in short is based 
on direct democracy to the greatest extent possible, 
cooperative and joint ownership, and the absence of 
a nation state in favor of autonomous regions. Great 
emphasis is placed on feminism and ecological 

sustainability, as well as  equality and autonomy for 
all ethnic and religious groups and minorities. 

In early 2012, Kurds and other groups in 
northeastern Syr ia were able to establish 
autonomous zones with the help of the PKK, as the 
Assad regime was occupied with a raging civil war 
and simply removed its troops from these areas 
when needed on other fronts. 

Rojava and their fighting units, YPG (People's 
Defense Unit) and the women's separatist fighting 
unit YPJ, became known to the general public 
around 2013-2014 when Daesh (Islamic State) 
invaded the city of Kobane, after fierce fighting and 
with the help of US air support they finally 
managed to push back Daesh, the newly formed 
alliance came to be called the SDF (Syrian 
Democratic Forces). 

In 2019 Daesh was finally defeated and the rest of 
the world can thank the YPG and YPJ who fought 
on the front line throughout the conflict against 
one of the world's worst terrorist organizations. 
With Daesh's defeat, Turkey has felt forced to create 
a, what they call, "saftey zone" into the Rojava 
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cantons. Most recently in the Kobane canton, as 
they fear that the Kurdish positions would become 
a threat to Turkey's borders. In practice, this means a 
direct invasion of NATO's second largest army 
against an already war-torn small region trying to 
achieve self-government. At the time of writing, the 
United States has abandoned its former allies as 
Daesh no longer seems to pose a threat, so the 
Kurds and Revolution in Rojava are now alone 
facing an uncertain future. 

T h e u n i q u e n e s s  o f  t h e R o j a v a 

revolution  derives  from  their strong 

focus on femin ism, there fore in 

the  interview I have chosen to focus on 

issues that relate to that particular 

subject. 

Interview on behalf Books and Bricks was 
conducted by Agitator  

[B&B]: Why do you think feminism has 

played such a big role in the Kurdish 

freedom movement and revolution in 

Rojava? 

[Rojava Comitee]: It is traceable to the early years 
when the PKK was formed in the 70's. Already, 
problems were identified with strong patriarchal 
tendencies, both in society at large but also among 
comrades, and concluded that the best way to 
counter this was women's political structures, both 
civilian and military, but working jointly with other 
structures within the movement. One of the 
pioneers in this work was Sakine Cansız, one of the 
founders of the PKK who also started the party's 
women-separatist military part YJA star. 

Thus, there have long been women-seperatist 
structures that work together with male peers in 
common structures where they share all decisive 
positions between men and women. This concept 
has developed over the years, where the political 
philosophy that the movement follows has 
developed a theoretical framework that strongly 
presses on the questioning of patriarchal norms, to 
open up the space to live differently and to explore 

how the fight against patriarchate has looked 
histor ical ly to find inspiration.  There 
is an inherent importance that all oppressed groups 
must have their own self-defense and that the 
opportunity to defend themselves should not be 
given up to anyone else.  

[B&B]: Can you briefly describe what the 

feminist work looks like in practice, and 

what concrete differences it has led to in 

the society in Rojava compared to before 

the revolution? 

[RC]: These are things like guaranteeing female 
representation in all decision-making assemblies, 
where a certain percentage must be women in 
order to make decisions and that all leadership 
positions are shared by one man and one woman. 
In the school system and in all parts of the 
movement, you are constantly teaching about the 
feminist program you have developed (jineology). 
In the judiciary there are women separatist 
investigative units and courts that deal with crimes 
committed against women, within the security 
apparatus there are similarly womenist structures 
and there are entire villages where only women live 
and decide (eg Jinwar). 

What this means is that structural changes have 
been implemented that guarantee female 
representation and self-defense at all levels of 
society, but also that through education and by 
opening up for people to live outside patriarchal 
norms work to change attitudes in society. This is in 
stark contrast to society before the revolution, 
where very conservative and patriarchal norms 
discouraged female participation outside her 
assigned role as wife and mother. 

[B&B]: What would you say differentiates 

feminism and feminist work in Rojava 

from that in the "western world", if there 

are any clear differences? 

[RC]: There are many differences, but also many 
similarities. In the jineology movement, one of the 
goals is to connect different feminist traditions and 
waves from all over the world, to meet and discuss 
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to find new and common ways forward. In this way, 
one is very open to listening to other philosophical 
tendencies within the feminist movement and sees 
differences as a strength, rather than a weakness. 

Some areas where you can see differences are that 
in Rojava, there is not so much work outside the 
binary man / woman area, but where there is still 
an openness in exploring those areas and a 
fundamental questioning what is "male" and 
"female" ". Other things are that you put a lot of 
energy into exploring their own cultural roots and 
history, where you can talk about ancient 
mythology in a feminist context and discussion. You 
can also see the way they work separately as a 
difference, where you have a common male / 
female organization there, but that in the 

organization there is a women's part and that you 
then decide things in common. 

[B&B]: There has been a lot of focus on 

the separatist war unit YPJ, are there any 

other separatist, or just feminist, 

initiatives that you think are interesting to 

highlight? 

[RC]: Yes, there are several different. YJA-star, like 
YPJ, is a woman-separatist combat unit, but some 
of the PKK and their operations are older than YPJ. 
Another example we mentioned earlier is the 
village of Jinwar in Rojava, founded by women and 
officially inaugurated in 2018. There are only 
women and children in the village but men are 
welcome as visitors. The village strives to be self-
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sufficient and to be a space for women to free 
themselves. 

There is also a confederation, Kongreya star or 
Kongra star, of all Rojava's women's organizations. 
They work both ideologically with education in 
jineology and dissemination of the theoretical 
framework of the movement and partly with the 
creation of academies for education, publishing 
newspapers and forming municipalities. In 
conjunction with Turkey's invasion of Rojava in the 
fall of 2019, they launched the international 
network Women Defend Rojava in order to 
coordinate the international opposition to the 
defense of the revolution and the progress achieved. 

[B&B]: What is the situation in Rojava 

right now? 

[RC]: It is a complex and somewhat chaotic 
situation with the ongoing Turkish invasion and 
occupation. Right now, the front lines are standing 
still and things have started to "normalize" while 
the Turkish forces have focused on Idlib, but as we 
have seen, things can turn quickly. 

The situation also looks very different in different 
cantons / "counties”; in Jazira there have been 
basically no struggles during the entire revolution 
which of course gives very good conditions to 
work politically, while Afrin is basically completely 
occupied and all the social changes that have been 
built up ravaged by deeply conservative Turkish 
militias. 

[B&B]: And finally, for those who want to 

get involved or support the revolution in 

Rojava, what is needed most right now 

and where can one turn? 

[RC]: There are many things to do, and are 
important in different ways! Here in Sweden, it is 
about working against the interests of the Turkish 
state and for Rojavas, but also to read and spread 
the ideology to build an understanding of what 
Rojava is. It is only if people can feel that it is a 
policy that is relevant even to one's self that one 

begins to see the revolution as its own, and defend 
it as such when under attack. 

If you are interested in knowing more about 
ideology or working politically against the interests 
of the Turkish state, you can contact us, for example. 
on Facebook we can point in the right direction. 
Do you want to go down to Rojava to form your 
own opinion and work in eg. political structures, 
healthcare, construction or the energy sector, this is 
something that is welcomed by Rojava. You want 
people to come and bring their experiences home, 
it costs nothing when you are there and if you stay 
a certain number of months the movement even 
pays your air ticket. If you are interested in this you 
can also contact us! 

Navigat ing 

Aid Work 
by Wogasso 

As many of you may know, the ethics 
of humanitarian, aid, NGO, and non-
profit work (for the purposes of this 
text , I wil l be using “aid” to 
generalize all of these fields) have 
been called into question recently. 
Numerous reports, books, and 
articles have been written criticizing 
a i d i n s t i t u t i o n s e x p o s i n g t h e 
gruesome underbelly, that many 
didn’t know about. These criticisms 
are most often justified and should be 
taken into consideration, but the 
question must be asked, is it possible 
to work in these fields ethically 
without perpetuating the darker 
sides of the aid industry?  

The purpose of this text is try to 
answer this question. First, I’m going to give 
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some background info for those who aren’t up 
to speed on the issues surrounding aid work 
and then we’ll get into answering the question.  

Part 1 

Previously, before I was exposed to 
deeper understandings of the aid industry and 
politics in general, I viewed it as one of the few 
pure initiatives in the modern world. This is an 
understanding that I think a lot of people can 
relate to. We’re fed information about how 
organizations such as UNICEF, the UNHCR, 
Band-Aid, USAID, the Red Cross, missionary 
groups, Salvation Army etc. are doing 
exceptional work in uplifting and taking care 
of those less fortunate than us. They are 
promoted as virtuous and beneficial to the 
world, doing work that is essential for the 
betterment of society. We’re asked to give 
pennies in supermarkets, to save the lives of 
children in war-stricken countries, we’re 
approached by young people in the streets and 
asked to give our change to whatever aid 
organization is behind them, and we’re 
spammed by promotions that donate some 
percentage of their sales to giving shoes to 
those who have none. Regardless of the 
methods, we often come face with donating to 
these organizations, it has become a common 
facet in our society. I’m sure most of you 
reading this have donated to some cause or 
another, I definitely have. The problem with 
this, is that we never actually get to see where 
our money is going, especially with one-time 
donations. We don’t get assurances that this 
money is actually going to save those children, 
or give those people shoes and often, it’s not.  

There are two books that I am going to 
take examples from in order to illustrate how 
aid organizations truly function. The first, is 
called the Crisis Caravan by Linda Polman, 
which illustrates the problems that arise with 
large-scale aid initiatives. The second is called 
The Child Catchers by Kathryn Joyce, which 
exposes the “orphan industry” and how 
conservative missionary groups exploit the 
children of developing countries. I am not 

going to discuss much from these books, just 
give a few examples as this isn’t the point of 
this text but if you’re interested in learning 
more about these issues, I highly suggest you 
give them a read.  

The first example I will give is of a 
particular fund-raising initiative that many 
people know of, the Band-Aid campaign, 
which started with a song by Bob Geldof, 
called “Do They Know It’s Christmas” followed 
several weeks later by USA for Africa with the 
release of a song called “We Are the World”. 
These two initiatives were started in 1984 in 
response to a famine in Ethiopia. This famine 
was caused by two things, one was a drought, 
and the second was a civil war. The war was 
between the Stalinist military junta regime 
called the Derg and various resistance forces. 
The rebels were being supported by civilians in 
the north so the Derg set out to displace them, 
one of their tactics was to stop food and water 
supplies by slaughtering livestock, burning 
crops, and dumping human and animal corpses 
into water sources. This is the same regime that 
most of the aid was being indirectly funnelled 
through. Most large-scale donors, such as 
western governments, decided to send their 
funds through private organizations and that’s 
how most of the money came in, over $104 
million, but that money still made it to the 
regime for a number of reasons. The first was 
that aid workers and journalists had to convert 
their dollars into the local currency, the Derg 
controlled those rates and set them to 
conversions favourable to the regime. Food aid 
was used to lure villagers into refugee camps 
where they would then be deported to labor 
camps in the south. The military demanded 
large portions of the aid in order to “protect” 
the aid workers. The aid workers were 
forbidden to give food to the families of those 
who resisted resulting in one case, 6,000 
children dying of starvation in a refugee camp. 
Many aid organizations received criticisms for 
supporting the regime but most often, they 
claim neutrality as they are and must continue 
“saving lives”. The aid money continued to 
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flow, and the Derg continued their bloody 
campaign and when they ran low on supplies, 
they sent out images of the children dying of 
starvation to the international community in 
order to bring in more aid which was used to 
bolster the regime. There aren’t any accurate 
numbers on how much aid supplies and money 
was syphoned off by the Derg but by 1999 it’s 
estimated that 70 million dollars’ worth of aid 
supplies was seized by the military. The point in 
explaining all of this, is that aid was being used 
to perpetuate famine, genocide, and war which 
has happened all over the world.  

The use of aid to fund or support war is a 
common spectacle. It happened in Rwanda, 
when fleeing Hutu genocidaires took refuge at 
refugee camps in order to regain their strength. 
Colonial countries such as the USA often use 
aid to increase support for their war efforts 
such as in Afghanistan or more recently when 
Saudi Arabia donated 500 million dollars to the 
humanitarian mission in Yemen, while still 
dropping bombs there. These initiatives can be 
explained as propaganda missions that focus on 
increasing the moral grounds of invading 
countries in the eyes of its citizens but also can 
be directly supporting military operations and 
foreign intervention. Large-scale government 
aid should never be trusted to be truly 
humanitarian, often the only reasons for those 
aid missions are to gain support from the 
public or to benefit the war efforts. One should 
always be suspicious of government funded aid 
missions or aid groups that work in coalition 
with them. An example of the latter would be 
Kony 2012, a movement that called for the 
killing of Joseph Kony and an American 
intervention in Uganda, started by the non-
profit group “Invisible Children”. Kony was a 
leader of the Ugandan rebel group, the LRA 
and he was infamous for the use of child 
soldiers in his war efforts. Invisible Children 
used images of former child soldiers and others 
affected by the conflict in order to garner 
support for their project which was not aimed 
at helping those affected by the conflict, but 
rather to initiate and support US-led military 

operations in the areas where the LRA was 
active. Invisible children provided logistical 
support for military operations led by the 
American forces in coalition with the Ugandan 
forces. Now, Joseph Kony and the LRA 
committed many atrocities in Uganda and the 
surrounding countries but there are many 
accounts stating that the American-Ugandan 
coalition committed far more atrocities as 
explained by Milton Allimadi, a Ugandan 
activist who denounced the Kony 2012 
movement as a means for intervention and to 
serve western interests (I will include a link at 
the end).  

The last set of examples I will give pertain 
specifically to missionary groups.  

Missionary aid has been one of the 
most controversial forms of aid as 
there have been many notorious 
examples of missionaries exploiting 
local peoples, trafficking children, 
requiring religious conversion in 
order to receive aid, as well as cases 
of sexual trafficking and exploitation.  

Orphanage programs and adoption have been 
some of the main forms of aid work by 
missionaries. Kathryn Joyce covered the 
problematic aspects of this form of aid in her 
book, “The Child Catchers”. Adoption has 
been a facet of western religious movements 
for a very long time. There have been large 
movements by religious organizations since the 
1800s to adopt children from poor situations in 
order to “raise them properly and install 
Christian morals”. This was particularly 
common in relation to indigenous peoples. In 
America for example, there was a movement 
that started in the 1800s to “Christianize 
Native Americans”, where white Christians 
adopted young native Americans in order to 
save them from “savagery and poverty”. From 
the 1950s to 70s, the Child Welfare League of 
America’s Indian Adoption Project relocated 
25-35% of all Native American children to
adoptees, orphanages, and foster homes. This
practice was also very common in Canada and
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Australia. Nowadays, there are very few projects 
that are so blatantly assimilationist, but the 
undertones of assimilation remain prevalent in 
modern conservative religious adoption 
organizations. The rhetoric is now focused on 
concepts such as “saving children from 
poverty” or “giving children a loving family”. 
The first concept is justifiable as many millions 
of children around the world are living in 
poverty but nothing is going to be solved just 
by removing children from their situations. The 
systematic causes of that poverty are going to 
continue, and adoption, in no way, combats 
those problems. The second concept is just 
misplaced. According to statistics from 
UNICEF, the vast majority of orphans have at 
least one living biological parent. The problem 
isn’t that children don’t have loving families, 
they most often do, the problem is that when 
the biological parents are given the choice to 
keep their child living with them in poverty or 
to send them away to live a substantially better 
life, they will often choose the latter. Privileged 
westerners, with assimilation in the back of 
their mind, prey on these types of situations 
rather than addressing the causations of poverty. 
It should also be addressed that high-orphan 
situations are often caused by the imperialist 
ventures of western countries including war, 
mi l i t a r y inter vent ion, and economic 
colonialism/imperialism. That is the core of the 
problematic aspects of aid work and in the 
following section, I will discuss how to 
navigate this phenomenon.  

Part 2 

Now that we’ve looked at some of the 
problematic aspects of aid work, it’s time to get 
back to the question, “Is it possible to work in 
these fields ethically without perpetuating the 
darker sides of the aid industry?” This is a 
difficult question to answer, as there are many 
different aspects of the aid industry that must 
be addressed. There is an article by CRN Blok 
which discusses the main issues in the NGO 
sector from an anarchist perspective, which I 
found very relevant to the discussion. It’s called, 

“The NGO sector: the trojan horse of 
capitalism” (Link included at the end). First, I 
am going to address the arguments of this 
article and then I am going to answer the 
question.   

The main premise of their text is that 
NGO’s are a byproduct of capitalism 
and act as a means for illusionary 
social change. It is mostly focused on 
social-based NGO’s that seek to 
enact societal change but I think that 
most of their arguments also apply to 
t h e a i d i n d u s t r y. W i t h i n t h i s 
framework, NGO’s create a platform 
for people to promote societal 
change, without threatening the 
status quo of society i.e. capitalist 
society. NGO’s form out of social 
discontent and are perpetuated by 
capitalists to avoid more radical 
movements.  

We can see that there are problems in the 
world and the aid industry gives us the option 
to better the world by means of volunteering 
or donating. This is presented to us as an 
alternative to attacking the actual causations of 
those very problems in the world and we are 
given the option to better the world by means 
o f vo lunteer ing or donat ing to a id 
organizations. This is presented to us as an 
alternative to attacking the actual causations of 
those very problems in the world, for example 
we could give to a charity that is working to 
end child mining in India. This might be 
helpful in the short-run as we should obviously 
be working to end practices such as forced 
child labor but it does nothing to stop the 
actual facilitators from continuing to profit off 
of it; such as Apple, Microsoft, or any other 
electronics industry that is making profit off of 
children mining. Therefore, we are given the 
illusion of helping to stop child-mining while 
not actually threatening the capitalists behind 
it.  

29



Red and Black Collective Books and Bricks vol. 2

The next section of their text addresses those 
who finance the NGO sector and whose 
interests it serves. It determines that a large 
amount of financing comes from large 
corporations and governments. Now how does 
it serve them? Donating to NGO’s obviously 
does not give any direct profits back to 
capitalists, corporations, or governments but it 
is an investment nonetheless. For capitalists, 
their return is an image of being a 
philanthropist and the text sums this up very 
well so I will quote them directly: “Being a 
“philanthropist” has become a part of the 
image of every ultra-rich capitalist, who we 
assume probably hopes that the exploited 
workers all over the world will want to hang 
him less if they knew that he threw a few 
dollars for the poor in Africa”. The same can be 
said for corporations as well. Corporations such 
as Apple and Microsoft will give large 
donations to charities that work to end child 
labor in order to disengage themselves from the 

blame. Another aspect of the gains they receive 
from financing NGO’s is when said NGO’s are 
fighting for things such as democratization and 
economic liberties which open up pathways 
for corporations to head in and make profit. 
Colonial Governments are also major players in 
this process. This can be seen in the aid 
industry in situations such as the previously 
mentioned, Kony 2012 movement. Invisible 
Children went into Uganda to free the people 
from the oppression of the LRA with the help 
of the American military and government. 
After disbanding the LRA enough for it to be 
relatively safe, guess who got control of the 
gold and mineral mines? Foreign corporations.  

This article has a few more points which I am 
not going to discuss but it concludes with the 
notion that as anarchists, we must fight for 
change through direct action as opposed to 
working under the confines of NGO’s. I agree 
that in order to abolish the oppressive aspects 
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of aid work and to bring about societal change, 
we must take direct action against our 
oppressors and those responsible for the 
problems in the world that aid work attempts 
to fix. But there are people suffering right now, 
and they rely on aid to survive. That is a fact. 
Organizations such as the UNHCR provide 
millions of people with the staples they need to 
survive (I am not defending or legitimizing the 
UN as it most often operates as one of the 
main organizational perpetuators of oppression 
but many people would suffer and die without 
the aid received from them). Organizations that 
fight against child mining have made a lot of 
progress in the field, and we’re seeing less and 
less cases of mines using child labor. Millions of 
children whose parents were killed have been 
adopted and saved from lives of exploitation or 
death. But the causes of these situations have 
not been addressed and aid is increasingly 
becoming a necessity to more and more 
people. Aid work is not the means to an end, 
the world cannot be fixed by it, but without it 
the consequences would be disastrous for those 
who rely on aid for survival. Aid work is a 
short-term solution and it is necessary but 
direct action will end the factors that 
necessitate it.Therefore, these two things 
should go hand-in-hand until it is no longer 
necessary. The fact of the matter is, many of us 
are quite privileged and it would be selfish and 
immoral not to give aid to those that need it. 
But we shouldn’t support aid organizations that 
proliferate oppression. So now I am going to 
return to the title of this text and propose how 
one might navigate the aid industry.  

The first thing that I would like to mention is 
that we need to move away from the 
impersonal aspects of aid work. Often, we give 
donations in the form of coins or small 
amounts of money without actually looking 
into the organization in question. This is 
problematic because as previously discussed, aid 
organizations can do some pretty terrible 
things. If you are going to give money to an 
organization, make sure you know exactly 
where that donation is going. If it’s difficult to 

access an organizations accounting, I would 
take that as a bad sign. I would argue that in 
order to truly understand an organization, you 
have to be on the ground with them. Now I 
understand that not everyone is able to do that 
but without that, it can be hard to know what 
is actually going on. We should move away 
from the de-humanized aspects of aid where 
we have no idea what the organization is 
doing. Transparency is essential, you should be 
able to know exactly what your hard-earned 
cash is going to do. Is it going to save 
someone’s life or is it going to pave the way for 
exploitation? You should have a concrete 
answer to that question. This is a lot more work 
than we are used to and I think that is 
necessary. If you don’t have the time or are 
unable to determine what an organization is 
actually doing, it is too big of a risk to give 
anything to them, not your cash nor your labor.  

The next thing that I would like to address is 
“feel-goodism”. Feel-goodism is the concept 
that we donate in order to feel good about 
ourselves. We “feel good” that we have helped 
someone “less fortunate” than us. This aspect of 
aid is pretty fucked. Many people only give to 
charity, volunteer, or even adopt to make 
themselves feel good or to absolve themselves 
of complacency to the horrors that are going 
on in the world. Aid is not supposed to feel 
“good”. It is necessary and it is shitty. We 
should not have to be doing this. That is the 
mindset that should be embraced when 
thinking of aid work. The goal, is not to have 
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to do it. Every aid organization should be 
working to put themselves out of the job. That 
is fundamental to changing how we view aid 
work.  

Another thing that I would like to address is 
that bottom-up and local aid is much more 
effective than large-scale organizations. Who 
knows what those who are suffering need in 
order to survive? Probably the people who are 

suffering. Aid organizations often go in 
thinking that they know what’s best for 
the people they are helping and that is 
entirely incorrect. Any organization that fails 
to listen to the local people, should not be 
supported. Large-scale organizations are 
notorious for doing this, implementing 
programs that local people don’t want and 
often aren’t actually needed. A common 
example of this that I have observed is that 
when people are facing a famine and ask 
for food, we send bags of rice or grain but 
what the local people really asked for was 
the means to grow food. Aid work should 
be done hand-in-hand with local people, 
not for local people. Grass-roots 
organizations are much more effective at doing 
this as they have the flexibility to do so.  

The one form of aid that I would be 
very skeptical about is missionary or 
religious aid work. Missionaries have an 
extremely poor track record and I would 
avoid them altogether unless you are certain 
that they aren’t forcing conversion but they 
most often are. The main goal of 
missionaries is to convert people, 
anything else is low in priority. There are 
many accounts of requiring those that receive 
aid to convert and there are often no 
mechanisms for stopping them from doing 
so. Now, someone can be religious and still 
do ethical aid work but if they label 
themselves as a missionary, avoid at all costs.  

The last thing, if you’re able to work on 
the ground with aid groups or organizations, 
take the oppourtunity to incorporate 
political discourse in your interactions with 
those who are suffering. Often it’s not too 
hard to figure out who is benefitting from 
and perpetuating 

the causations of suffering. Be it Apple, buying 
cheap gold from child miners, churches 
bringing in more members (and therefore 
funding) through conversion, governments that 
have vested interests in bombing an oil-rich 
country, or economic colonists who have 
monopolized the economy of poorer countries. 
Too many people never even know why they 
are suffering or they are fed lies about the 
reasons. If you want allies in taking down the 
oppressors, look to those with the first hand 
experience of the situation you intend to help 
improve; their knowledge and strength is 
indispensable in the fight.  

In conclusion, ethically working in 
the field of aid is complex and 
requires a lot more work than many 
organizations would like you to think.  

There is no solid answer as it is entirely 
circumstantial. The most important thing that I 
hope people will take away from this text is 
that aid work is not a means to an end, and it 
will never truly fix the problems in our society. 
It is necessary right now but we need to work 
to make it obsolete. We can “feel good” as we 
successively put an end to each one of these 
struggles, but until then we must continue to 
support ethical aid work and take part in direct 
action against the system that is perpetuating 
our miseries.  

Oh, and fuck missionaries! 
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LETTER TO 
FRIENDS AND 
STRANGERS 

By HannaNevada 

On my mind: The challenge of 
building up a new society while 
resisting current structures.  

Where to find energy for it and how to do 
it...when everyday is a struggle for so many and 
there simply is no time over after a double shift. 
Add mental health issues, issues to stay in the city 
that is your home, issues with addictions etc. in the 
soup.  

The stone blocks are heavy if not impossible to 
move, especially if our lives are dependent of them. 
It's easy to get lost in the resistance, but try not to 
let it swallow you (easier said than done). 

Ask yourself: what do I believe in? what 
kind of society do I want to work for? 
Radiate what you want it to include. 

In my dream I see a vision of freaks on a cloud. 
Moving like they were born to move while the sun 
sets. Green branches of creativity growing out of 
their heads. Uniting in a purple sun and finally 
meeting in an overlooking eye. I am interested in 
the feminine gaze, what it sees and what it can 
create and change. The nurturing and creative 
feminine force has been surpressed since the dawn 
of capitalism. So has nature. No wonder since they 
are both the polar opposite to the parasite and 
creates space for love, honesty and play.   

What I want to say is that how we live our lives 
everyday are building pieces of the change or 
revolution we dream of. In the end of the day it 
doesn't matter what anyone thinks of you, as long 
as you can meet your own eyes in the dirty mirror 
and know that you've lived according to your own 
truth. 

WHERE HAVE I GONE 

I search for myself in the words I drag out from my 
rottening body and I search for myself in her tears 
that move in irregular waves. I search for myself in 
stranger's hands grabbing on to the silver poles in 
the almost empty tram. Glittering skin where blue 
rivers run. Popping veins longing to break free? On 
the tip of my tongue I dream of a mixture: sweat 
tears and blood. A floating liquid running through 
the streets. Penetrating cold hearts, shaking them up 
with electric shocks. Windows will be wide opened 
and bricks will start moving. 

But outside   homeless people are walking with 
shoes that are way too tight. Just walking for days 
since the whole city is shut down right now. 
Frustration fills my lungs and gets stuck inside me.  
I remind myself: the light and the dark in ALL eyes 
are the same as in my mine. Be softer. When all I 
want is to tear down walls I find myself building 
my own.   I close the curtains and continue 
working in my bubble.    

I curse: it's still in me I'm still in it. 
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ART SUBMISSIONS 

Inspired by the song Hairy Candy by Tobacco 
Part of the series Excess 
art:  Akita Cachia'Costa 
@akitacachiacosta   “Mission Impossible”    

art: AlexaBerri 
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“Thank you for 

helping” -  Musings 

on the Gendered 

Division of Domestic 

Labour 
by Black Spruce

Our humorously small sink, once again, has 
stretched its ladled and forked arms high above the 
counter’s surface. Its summit seems as if it might 
glow golden with the first morning’s light, 
illuminating our 25 square meter apartment and 
casting shimmers across the soapy water and the 
utensils, crusted with a white-washed version of sag 
aloo. 

“Didn’t we wash practically every dish in 
the house a couple days ago or so?” I turn to my 
partner who shares the same defeated facial 
expression as the one I’m wearing. 

Mimicking an exaggerated cry she turns to 
me, “It’s like our whole life is just dishes, dishes, 
dishes.” 

My partner despises dishes while I, on the other 
hand, don’t hold such contempt for the act of doing 
dishes in and of itself, but rather the frequency in 
which we have to do them. I often cook for the 
two of us, however I most often regard cooking as 
an enjoyable activity and I especially love to put 
food in front of my partner that puts a smile on her 
face. For these reasons, we split the dishes relatively 
evenly; I cook, but enjoy cooking therefore I do my 
part in dish cleaning and my partner hates dishes, 
but doesn’t cook as often therefore she also does 
her part in dish cleaning. Some tasks just seem 
easier to divide than others.  

On the other hand, I almost never do laundry runs, 
yet we both dirty the clothes, sheets and towels. So, 
how then can I explain this? Well, I try to balance 

the scales (not that either of us “keep score” by any 
means) and fold each load as she returns; we are a 
team after all.  

We carry very dissimilar experiences of our 
childhood households. I was the youngest son and 
she was the eldest daughter - naturally the 
expectations of each of us in regard to home 
responsibilities greatly differed.  

Thinking of the house I grew up in, I’m flooded 
with memories of my mother dusting shelves or 
irritably de-fingerprinting each light switch, door 
handle and window sill, while my father would do 
maintenance on the car, cut the grass and power 
wash whatever needed power washing.  

Following that same logic through to the most 
recent growth of the family tree, my eldest sister 
was on childcare and laundry duty, the other, 
slightly closer to my age, cleaned bathrooms and 
kitchens and I was often utilised as the work horse. 
While acknowledging the impact of age differences 
within these divisions of labour, I was rarely given 
tasks I could fuck up, never assigned a job that 
required attention to detail and largely was told to 
do the dirtier and more physically demanding jobs, 
most notably after puberty struck.  

The gendered division of household tasks didn’t 
occur to me very often when I was young; it only 
seemed natural that my eldest sister looked after me 
and ensured that I neither set the house a flame or 
put myself in an ambulance. It wasn’t until years 
later that I would begin to consider the ways in 
which my parents would share or fail to share the 
work that was necessary to run the house of five. 
Both my parents came from hyper-patriarchal 
households of their own so it may be of little 
surprise that my mother, upon returning to the 
workforce after taking the time to raise us, 
maintained practically all of the previous 
responsibilities she had while staying at home with 
us. While unfathomable to me, my father’s quiet 
and unaware acceptance during this process of 
change frightens me and forces introspection: What 
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ignorances might I be susceptible to that would 
lead me to benefit off of my partner’s, gendered, 
socialization?  

Domestic labour regards the, usually unpaid, 
necessary roles and responsibilities that exist within 
any given household such as cooking, cleaning and 
child rearing. Throughout history and still to this 
day, domestic labour is disproportionality expected 
to be taken on by women to the benefit of 
husbands, fathers, sons, brothers and hegemonic 
patriarchal structures as a whole. During the 60s the 
domestic labour debate was highly popularised by 
leftist feminists; an issue that had been more 
indirectly discussed for long before. The debate 
revolved around the gender inequality present in 
capitalist societies and illustrated the potential 
political power that exists within the private sphere 
of home. One of the main arguments raised was 

that, while domestic work goes unpaid and is 
consistently perceived to be inferior to other forms 
of labour, it remains essential to and inseparable of 
capitalist production by both reproducing the 
labour force as well as caring for (male) workers 
which ultimately increases productivity. The 
feminist perspectives that garnered a brighter 
spotlight through this debate evidently remain 
relevant as today’s feminists critique the misogyny 
that continues to support and permeate capitalism 
60 years later.  

The increase of women in the workforce is said to 
have occurred in four waves, the final wave began 
in the 1970s and continues to this day. Growth of 
women’s participation in the workforce along with 
feminist critiques of oppressive gender norms 
demands attention to the issues surrounding the 
gendered divisions of labour.  
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Largely, the gendered division of labour operates on 
two fronts - the private sphere and the public 
sphere (home and work). The existence of gendered 
labour division in the public sphere results in the 
lack of equal pay and opportunity between men 
and women, the power structures that facilitate 
various forms of women’s oppression in the 
workplace, unequal access to workers rights and 
many other gendered forms of inequality. Within 
the private sphere feminists have historically 
worked to destroy the notion that domestic work is 
naturally the responsibility of women; pushing for, 
at the minimum, the equal participation of men in 
domestic labour.  

While today a phrase such as “Happy Wife, Happy 
Life” will likely invoke reactions of  “that’s fucked 
up” or “that’s sexist as shit” among my friends, I 
can’t help but wonder how my cis male friends act 
with their loved ones at home. Do they take for 
granted their sisters preparing in the kitchen over 

the holidays? Do they offer to supervise or play 
with the kids at a friendly BBQ? Do those of them 
that find themselves in straight or cis straight 
passing relationships overly depend on their 
partner’s emotional labour? Do I?  

A lot of my adult life has consisted of the cycle of 
unlearning and replacing. Unlearning the societal 
norms that have produced interconnected systems 
of oppression is a long and onerous process. 
Replacing those norms with alternative ways of 
perceiving those around you and refamiliarizing 
yourself with how we respect one another can be 
an infinitely fruitful process.  

I dry my hands. 

The dishes are done and are drying on the counter, 
not because I didn’t cook, but because we are a 
team and laundry is booked for the morning.  
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Remembering May Day 2019 

By Iñaki Yagüe Zamora

Last year was my first May Day in Sweden, and I 
was pretty excited. The previous two years I’d been 
living in a country where people don't know about 
or give a rats ass about May 1st. So I was ready to 
get cracking and celebrate and defend workers 
rights. But of course pointless celebratory actions 
without substance aren’t really my jam. So myself 
and others organised a protest in defense of the 
right to strike and in opposition to the 
supporting Social Democrats. We knew we were 

outnumbered, we knew the pigs would stop us, 
but we did anyways cause why should that stop 
us. What ended up happening was just too damn 
ridiculous though. I want you fine readers to 
imagine yourselves getting ready to stop a social 
democrat procession on May Day. Now imagine 
linking arms with your comrades and within 
seconds being swarmed by police and all of you 
thrown on top of a fully  

stacked bike rack. Now imagine you are feeling the 
weight of several pigs pushing on you as your 
comrade is sandwiched between you and several, as 
of now, broken bicycles, and as you are trying to 

keep yourself from crushing them you start to hear 
something through the yells from the pigs. A 
familiar tune that we all know… “Debout les 
damnés de la terre, debout les forçats de la faim….” 
It is at this moment, that you come to the 
realization, that you are being detained for 
defending workers rights, while the Social 
Democrats march a foot away from you, playing 

The International and some of them are actually 
thanking the cops…. And that comrades is the story 
of how 14 comrades and I ended up spending last 
years may day in a detention cell at the malmo 
police station. The point of the story…. The Social 
Democrats are bootlickers and will never represent 
us. 
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by Black Spruce 

During the COVID-19 Pandemic it seems people 
all over the world have taken i t  upon 
themselves to improve their baking skills with 
sourdoughs, rye breads, focaccias and sandwich 
breads. However, one obstacle that many of us 
have had to face is the lack of key ingredients - 
especially yeast! We hope this recipe fulfils your 
carb cravings during these trying times.  
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Some of us folks here at Books and Bricks have noticed an exceptional amount of enthusiasm for baking among 
some of our fellow comrades, therefore we are hoping to share with you a different recipe in each volume of this 
Zine.  If you have any suggestions please feel free to shoot us an e-mail!  

Contact info is at the back - Cheers!

INSTRUCTIONS 

1. Preheat your oven to 400 F (200 C) and line a large baking tray with parchment paper. 

2. Add your milk of choice and vinegar in a bowl and let sit until around 10 minutes until it curdles (keep
the mixture away from your hungry crust punks as they may mistake the contents for their cereal from
last night)

3. Using a seperate bowl, add your flour, salt, sugar and baking soda and mix. Add your curdled milk into
the bowl one half at a time, and mix gently until combined.

4. Lightly flour a kitchen surface - it should look like any flat surface in the backroom of your favourite
dive bar at 4am. Dust a tablespoon of flour on top of the dough and then transfer to your prepared
surface. Flour your hands lightly and then lightly knead the dough, around 8-10 times. Once kneaded, 
form the dough into a dome shape. At this point the dough should still be quite sticky - again like your
favourite dive bar, but the moshpit floor this time.

5. Using a sharp knife, slice a cross shape into the top of the dough -  or whatever pattern you prefer, blaze
your own individual path you little radical you.

6. Transfer the bread dough onto the tray. Bake for 20-25 minutes, checking around the 20 minute mark -
in the mean time you could sew some masks for your comrades, watch an episode of sub.Media’s
Trouble, OR both! You’ll know the bread is cooked when the tops are golden brown and sounds
hollow when tapped on the base. 

7. Remove from the oven and allow to cool completely, before slicing and toasting. 

8. As always, Spread that Bread.

INGREDIENTS 

1/2 cup milk of choice (oat milk or soy works fine, 
however nut-based milks may not work as well) 
1 tbsp white vinegar 
1 cup all-purpose or gluten free flour  
1/4 tsp baking soda 
1/4 tsp salt 
1/2 tbsp sugar 

 



Red and Black Collective Books and Bricks vol. 2

43

Amalthea




	blank.pdf
	Binder7.pdf
	Binder3.pdf
	blank

	Binder4.pdf
	Binder2.pdf
	Binder1.pdf
	Intro Text Edition 2

	zine 2 .pdf

	Binder3.pdf
	blank






